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A striking vertical sanctuary suspended
above Bangkok’s bustling heart
BY CECILIA MOLTANI

More than just panoramic views, 137 Pillars Suites & Residences is a
modern urban retreat that blends the refined charm of Thai heritage with
the sleek lines of contemporary  design — evoking a Zen-inspired
modernism.
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Rising gracefully above Sukhumvit Soi 39—one of Bangkok’s most refined residential
and commercial neighborhoods—137 Pillars Suites & Residences stands as a serene
counterpoint to the city’s dynamic energy. Conceived as a modern urban retreat, the
property reinterprets the spirit of its sister hotel, the iconic 137 Pillars House Chiang
Mai, through a contemporary lens. Here, sleek  architecture and understated luxury
meet in a setting that feels both elevated and intimate. Architecture

Designed by the renowned architectural firm Palmer & Turner, the 33-storey tower
features a composition of two elegant rectangular volumes, subtly divided by a
suspended deck on level 26 that visually distinguishes the private residences from the
upper-level hotel suites. The façade, defined by crisp vertical fins and bright white
cladding, evokes a Zen-inspired modernism softened by lush landscaping and the
presence of blooming Jamjuree trees.  Interiors, curated by P49 Design, embrace a
warm, tactile palette, while Wabi Sabi Studio crafted the gardens that wrap the
building in a tranquil green atmosphere.

The property comprises 34 exquisitely appointed suites on the top floors and 179
serviced residences below. This dual-concept design allows for both short luxury
stays and long-term residential living, united by a shared philosophy of timeless
elegance. Though distinct in form, the Bangkok property remains deeply rooted in its
heritage—honoring the legacy of the East Borneo Trading Company and the original
teakwood pillars that inspired its name, not through nostalgic mimicry, but through
enduring design principles and a dedication to thoughtful living. Design

A design-forward approach to hospitality

From the moment you enter the suites, there’s an immediate sense of curated calm.
Natural light pours through floor-to-ceiling windows. The palette leans into warm
neutrals accented by royal blues and slate greys—tones that mirror the skyline just
beyond the glass. Interiors balance clean contemporary lines with tactile luxury: high
ceilings, mood-adjustable lighting, and expansive marble bathrooms with circular
soaking tubs, walk-in showers, and built-in televisions.

Design plays a central role throughout, from the signature rocking chairs on every
balcony to the custom cabinetry and walk-in wardrobes. Suites are named after
historic Thai kingdoms—Sukhothai, Ayutthaya, Thonburi, and Rattanakosin—and while
they vary in size and layout, each one is characterized by spacious living areas and
refined craftsmanship. Even at their most expansive, these are not spaces meant to
impress with scale alone, but with thoughtful intimacy and function. The larger
Rattanakosin Suites, for instance, seamlessly integrate a two-bedroom configuration
with a central living area and dining space, designed for convivial gatherings or quiet
retreat.

Floating above Bangkok’s rhythm

The building’s uppermost levels are reserved for suite guests, who enjoy exclusive 24-
hour access to one of Bangkok’s most iconic rooftop experiences: a 360-degree
infinity pool with panoramic city views. Surrounded by cabanas and landscaped
terraces, this sky-level oasis becomes less a hotel amenity and more a floating escape
above the city’s pulse.

Other shared spaces reflect a similar commitment to understated elegance. The Baan
Borneo Club, a lounge reserved for suite guests, blends colonial inspiration with
contemporary furnishings. The Nitra Serenity Centre, located on level 28, extends this
mood of quiet indulgence with a selection of holistic wellness treatments and
therapies in an architecturally serene setting. Additional facilities include a 24-hour
fitness centre, a Jacuzzi adjacent to the main pool on level 27 and even a golf putting
green and driving range on level 6.

Urban residences with a personal touch

For those seeking longer stays or a more residential lifestyle, the lower floors house a
collection of one- to two-bedroom apartments, ideal for families or longer visits. These
units mirror the design language of the suites but add fully equipped kitchens, in-unit
washers and dryers, smart TVs and private balconies to enjoy the tropical ambiance.
Layouts are thoughtfully planned, with dining areas, work desks and ample storage,
offering an elegant alternative for extended stays or business travelers. Each unit
includes high-speed Wi-Fi, separate lounge areas and premium amenities. Design

Dining reimagined among the clouds 

Dining at 137 Pillars feels curated rather than conventional. The standout is Nimitr, a
fine dining restaurant on level 27 that pairs contemporary Thai cuisine with refined
presentation and skyline views. Nearby, Jack Bain’s Bar serves cocktails with colonial
flair in a moody, leather-and-teak setting—an homage to the family who once lived in
the Chiang Mai teak house.

More casual but equally stylish is the Bangkok Trading Post Bistro & Bar, which blends
European café culture with eclectic Asian dishes in a lush garden setting. Guests can
also enjoy snacks and cocktails at the Pool Bar—a popular sundowner spot on level 27
—or opt for 24-hour in-room private dining, delivered with butler service.

Rooted in story, oriented toward the future

Though unapologetically modern in construction, 137 Pillars Suites & Residences is
imbued with a deep respect for its past. That spirit—of preservation, interpretation,
and elegance—flows throughout the Bangkok property, from its architecture to its
ethos of service. Architecture

In a city where luxury is often loud, 137 Pillars offers something quieter and far more
enduring: a sanctuary built on narrative and nuance, where  design serves not only
to dazzle but to soothe. It is this balance—between spectacle and subtlety, hospitality
and home—that sets this urban retreat apart.
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